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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

RELIEF FASHION SHOW IN NEW YORK TO BENEFIT BVI

November 1, 2017- BVI Family & Friends NY organization in collaboration

with the Summer Sizzle BVI’s Founder & Executive Producer, Mr. Terry Donovan
will host a Relief Benefit Fashion Show on November 9 for the British Virgin

Islands. The event is being held at the Yumi Katsura Showroom in New York City.

The proceeds from the benefit will support the rebuilding and recovery efforts of
the British Virgin Islands from the destruction caused by Hurricanes Irma and

Maria in September 2017.

“Now is the perfect time for new beginnings and innovation as the BVI recovers
and rebuilds from the devastation of the hurricanes and to provide opportunities

for our BVI youth,” stated Mr. Terry Donovan stated.

At the event, Donovan will also launch the BVI Fashion Education Institute whose
mission is to inspire, train and educate the next generation of entrepreneurs.
"The BVI Fashion Education Institute's will train them to become young

professionals in the art of fashion, beauty and photography,” he explained.

BVIFEI will launch early 2018 with a series of free workshops for BVI youth on
topics of Fashion Entrepreneur, Develop a Brand, The Business of Fashion, Sales
and Marketing, and Beauty in the Fashion Industry. BVIFEI invited The Stone
Soup Leadership Institute, a seasoned non-profit organization with BVI (and other

island) youth and emerging leaders in career and workforce development.

Donovan concluded, “We hope in a small, but strategic way, to help jump start
the coming season - and gear up for a successful Summer Sizzle in July 2018. We

invite everyone to join with us to support our BVI youth and the BVI economy.”
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Note to Editors: Background About Summer Sizzle BVI

In 2007 Executive Producer Terry Donovan created Summer Sizzle BVI as
a fashion show aimed at promoting the islands. Originally inspired by New
York Fashion Week, Donovan’s vision has since evolved into a fashion-
filled four-day event which takes the best that the islands have to offer, and
adds an international flair, attracting designers, models, fashion
influencers, press, and celebrities and visitors from around the globe each
year. All eager to see, be seen, discover new talent, network, soak up the

sun, and have some fun.

Summer Sizzle BVI has been supported by the BVI Tourist Board, Ministry
of Education & Culture, Premier, Speedy’s, Bob’s Gas & Service Station,
Bobby’s Supermarket, Caribbean Cellars, Delta Petroleum and other small
businesses in the BVI. We have also partnered and hosted workshops with
COSME, a Caribbean organization supported by European Union to help
Caribbean territories with building small business and sustainability.

Ten years later, Summer Sizzle has become a landmark entrepreneurial
venture - bringing together global leaders with local fashion, beauty and
photography. Supermodels like Sessilee Lopez, Arlenis Sosa, Grace Bol,
Sigail Currie, Kacey Carrig and Tara Gill have walked the catwalk with
designers such as Rouland Mouret, Maria Cornejo, Tracy Reese, Tome,
Capara, Prism London, Project Runway winners Leanne Marshall and
Korto Momolu. It has spawned a cottage industry of professionals and
small business owners like Speedy’s, Bob’s Gas & Service Station, Delta
Petroleum, Florencia Cosmetics, Omar’s Café, Native Son, Surfsong Villas
Resort, Myett’s, and other small businesses in the BVI.
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In 2016 the event was hosted by Nigel Barker, best known as a prominent
fashion photographer and author, as well as a fixture on the judge’s panel
of ABC’s America's Next Top Model for seventeen seasons.

The highly anticipated Global Glamour Runway Show remains the
highlight of the event showcasing both international and emerging regional
fashion designers. BVI designers included Trefle designs by Kristin Frazer,
Akeem Stanley, Lilliana Rhymer, Ruth Headham, Sasha Richards,
Rhenique Cooper.

In recent years Summer Sizzle BVI has been hosted by a celebrity
guest. In 2014 Taraji P. Henson, Golden Globe Award winner, and queen
of the FOX TV series Empire made her first appearance, and enjoyed the
event so much that she returned to host it in 2015.

Cornelius Smith Jr., who plays Marcus Walker - Team Pope’s rookie

gladiator on ABC’s Scandal also made an appearance in 2016.
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